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THE JAZZ PASSENGER) featuring DEBORAH HARRY 

WITH 6UEST ARTIST ELVIS COSTELLO 


THE NEW ALBUM 

INDIVIDUALLY TWISTED 


"..The Jazz Passengers pack ideas into their pieces, which can sound 
like brainstorming sessions by Charles Mingus, Kurt Weill, 
Henry Threadgill, Steve Reich and Steve Jones.." “ ” 


'ork Til 


"It's not straight jazz. It's far from pop. But the musical pow-wow 
etween ex-Blondie chanteuse Deborah Harry and The Jazz Passengers 
of the most exciting elements of both: specifically, 
want-jazz with the wry personality of Harry's pop" 

- The New York Daily News 
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Now into his fifth decade at the doors of 
perception, label boss Alan Douglas has 
worked with many of the century’s 
underground greats, from Lenny Bruce, 
Timothy Leary and The Last Poets to Erie 
Dolphy Miles Davis and, most controversial of 
all, Jimi Hendrix. Story by Edwin Founcey 

the man who sold the 


musical partnerships was forged in the late 50s out of a love for the r 
respect for the musicians he was dealing with. Unlike many of his recor 
contemporaries, Douglas was a man with trust on his side. From the 50s 
free-flowing 60s to the more corporate-minded 70s and beyond, Dough 
some of the most influential recordings of the time. But even as their impa 
today, Douglas seems reluctant to stay in the past He has just launched 
Music label to work with, among others, Bill Laswell. 
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NEfc' JERSEY 

After recording the immortal “900 Number”, Mark 45 King fell out of favour with the HipHop 







Nation. Now he’s back, rocking the world of abstract beat science. Story by Peter Shapiro 
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Percussionist Trilok Gurtu’s fourth stream fusions have taken him so far around the world, 
he’s now come full circle back to his origins in India. Paul Stump meets a subcontinental drifter 










This is the first full length biography of the mega-star 
rapper Tupac Shakur who was gunned down, at the age of 
25, in Las Vegas last year. The book is a serious 
exploration of his life and work by America’s leading film 
and music critic, Armond White. 
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booms can serve as an aural porthole into the sound of the East. They're pitched fight sequences in Fists Of Fury become richly interpolated lines of sound and music, 
somewhere between sound, music and noise, somewhere outside of European recalling Edgard Varese's Hyperprism, Peking opera and a furniture factory all at once. 



precariously within a minuscule space too small for their size and movement. The The closing fight of Fists Of Fury is a symphony of bodily effects played by and upon 
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CRY TOUGH 

Don’t let Kenny Wheeler's sad expression give you the wrong impression — a flinty resolve 
resides at the heart of his melancholy jazz compositions. Interview by Will Montgomery 









An occasional series in which we offer a neophyte’s guide to 
the must-have recordings of some of the names we like to 
drop a lot. This month, Louise Gray chances upon the music 
and writings of John Cage 



themselves" By the time of his death in 1992, aged 
80, Cage was acknowledged as a composer of over- 

had given subsequent generations the permission to 



The 25-Year 
Retrospective Concert 

(Wergo WER 624 7 3CD) 


CDs of a 1958 New York concert put together by jazz 
producer George Avakian in honour of Cage's 45th 


birthday. More to the point, it's a good collection of 
Cage's early works, including First Construction In Metal 
(1939) for percussion and Six Short Inventions For 

Schoenberg’s 12-tone technique: Cage crams 25 
notes not 24' into two octaves But the recording 
has further significance. Bringing together compositions 
ranging from 1939's Imaginary Landscape No I, 
various short songs and, most memorably, the 1952 
Williams Mix (the first piece of magnetic tape music 
made in the US), the discs represent Cage's continuing 

contain the germs of all his later work, ranging from 
technical aspects to the use of silence and chance 
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Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 


| Finley Quaye Ultra Stimulation (Sony) 

| Paban Das Baul & Sam llills — Real Sugar 
| (Real World) 

g Monkey Mafia 15 Steps (Heavenly) 

1 David Byrne - Feelings (Luaka Bop) 
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freefall 

Clive Bell plunges through music's protecting veil and enters the realm 
of sonic absurdity This month: Fantasy football songs 




injury and music appreciation went hand in hand as far that ground staff were banned from whistling while 

as he was concerned. During the season your average working; on the contrary, whistling, Flamenco group 



who continued to show their support for the Spurs 


minded side of the business, and has brought in a 
series of strong players from Germany Uaki 
Liebezeit) and even China," said Francis, “There's a 


Finally Francis promised to look into the urgent 


of Rod Stewart's "We Are Sailing”, was identified as the 
major problem. Urgent consultations with Andy 
Kershaw and Gilles Peterson were in the diary. 


their much envied tradition in the pursuit of quality, 
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Mark Espiner bathes in the ‘eye music’ of video artists The Poool 
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New music books — read, rated, rubbished 
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Occidental tourists 


Our July offer: get a FREE East-Westercism CD plus a year’s supply of The Wire for just £30 


EAST-WESTERCISM 

This 22 track compilation yokes 
together some of the world's most 
innovative electronic musicians, to 
explore the moment where the 
mystic vibrations of Eastern scales 
and instrumental textures fuse 
with the complexities of digital 
music. Co-ordinated by London’s 
Law & Auder label, this two CD 
collection lifts the lid on a hidden 
world of ritual magic and 
electronic incantation. Includes 
tracks by: Thlvin Singh, T Power, 
Witchman, Muslimgauze, David 
Toop, Bedouin Ascent, Rhys 
Chatham & Martin Wheeler, 
Wagon Christ, Summit, Ansuman 
Biswas, Syzygy Makyo, Rick 
Wilson, Pearl and more. What 
better soundtrack to kick off your 
first subscription to the world’s 
most far-sighted music magazine? 
The Wire. Redrawing the map 
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